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SERMON. 


Preached before the Azzociary pn 26 
BYTERY of Glaſgow, at Beith, on the 
31ſt, of July; being a day appointed 
for Pre nn” Humil ation and 
prayer. 


JAMES RAMSAY, Minifter f the Gosent. in 
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| HE occaſion of: 


| 2 | 
bor <7 in the adminiſtration of + the! Lord's ſupper, do 
not take the bread and cup into t heir hands before 
e and thank ſgiring. applied to the Preſbytery 
lor, what they called, a redreſs of grievantes, and 
to injoin upon their members ſtrict uniformity in the 
manner of diſpenſing the ſacrament. The preſſytery, 
though much averſe to engage 


in that bulineſs, were 
obliged at different meetiugs t6 ſpend much dme upon 
it, both in private and public : ùudͤ atlength | 
to repreſcnt the ſtate of matters in their. bound 
the 4ffeciate Syncd in May laſt, indricraveradvice. 
The Synod tnanimoufly adviſed mu tua i far bruranci in 
the point of brder, and; if the Preſpytery found any 
fariber difficulty in de mug with he people, than 
they ſhould call in tho aſſiſtauee M btethren in other 
Preſbyteries, for obtadiuig atquie ſcence in their 
advice. The ferment, fo far fram being checked, 
continued to ſpread, to operate with greater violence, 
17 produged ſeveral remonſtrances againſt the advice 
the Synod, together with petitions for a full diſ- 
cuſſion and final determination of the cauſe. The 
Preſbytery conſidering this as a louder call to the ex- 
erciſes of humiliation and prayer, in which they had 
formerly been engaged; and having appointed their 
next meeting at Beith, where the diſtractions had 
been carried to an extraordinary height, agreed to 
* , obſerve the firſt part of the day in public humiliation 
1 and prayer, to requeſt the aſſiſtance of brethren ip the 
5 Preſbytery of Stirling, and in appointing the author 
3 of this diſcourſe to preach before them upon that 
7 occaſion. Fully ſatisfied» with the advice of Synod 
Himſelf, and grieved that it met with ſo little attenti- 
on and ſubmiſſion amongſt the people, he took that ,, 


opportunity |» 
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ings to a numerous andienee gathered from Uiffexent 


Auartert, on the beſt plan; which>vecrrred-tohim, 
tor conveying inſtrattian, and for impreſſing. their 
minds with the 128 and propriety of Forbear- 
ance : —intendiag ſo ſoon as promdence ſhould give 
him a few: weeks vacation from public 1abours; to 
7 with the oft: adraaradh folicirath- 
ſome, whaſe judgment he has been long ae · 
cuſtomed to reſpect, to enter more particularly and 
directly into the merits. of the caule,-withia view. g 
removing the prejudices, und allayimg the beats & 
thoſe w are ee to heacken't 'yehſon'd- 
diſequrſe, as might have bern. 
ly received.: It is publiſhed" at the dere of föme 
brettiren-of-the Preſdytery ad ötderb u t 
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1 this Ko pier ee what way UE 
led, the profiical.pan of the epiſtle. Hayiog e 
* foundation io the preceding chapters, he pro- 


the Epheſians in varions docttides of grate, and ſer 
before them many, invaluable privileges, which they 
were partakers of through . 8 — i 
that he lead them to the evangelical prriormance,of 
duty, in the lively faith of my 5 *. in, 
Fram] ovement 5: theſe e nd 
{ their new; tate. were campre | 
their calling to the fellowſhip of Chriſt: That a 
a high, a heavenly. and a holy. calling; and the ſum 
of all he had to ucge upon them 2 A walking 17 — 
ty F their vocation ; — in a manner becoming it; 
ſo as to edify their brethren, and e t eir 
calling to them who. were ſtill far off. He. poipts 
ſeveral particulars which NE their attention, if. 
they meant to, comply with his exhortation, and de- 
monſirate themſelves worthy. of this glorious calling. 
Some of theſe are mentioned in the verſe now read. 
Lowlineſs: This is; Sppoſed to pride, and denorss a 
low eſtimate of ont in all. we ate 25 have, 


whether as men or chriſtians, :A Sues, A which 
our apoltle-himſelt He seront 
ed himſelf the chief e 53 de leſs than the leaſt 


* and n R 
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76 be See au Soft en : which i is not cal 
L. provoked by the offences of others, and is careful 
ground-of ſtands op- 
poſite to a haſty paſſionate ſpirit, ready to Kindle by 
every ſpark; a ſpirit which always exalts folly, * 
makes a man like ga city bxoken down and whe G 
walls.—Long ſuffering - which ſeems to denote a h 
degree of patience, and meekneſs, and dle Bb 
to the greateſt injuries, even though perliſted i in, with- 
out thoughts of revenge, - 


"Fubject 0 diſcourſe, Firbearihg one another in ove, 
Phe word re may. be read tele rut ing One another); and 
mus it always implies ſotnething, evil or enk 4. 
hop t'the perſon to be borne with! And thodgh we 
Abnlſt! not call evil good about by wid, yet we afe 
ie forbetr rigidly eehte it, elpeckany tpon 'our 
*brethren'in Chriſt ** or abffdining Toth one another, 
miimating, that Chriftiads will fund much about one 
"another, ig ibe preſent ſlate, 10 beper alienation, | 
to procure refentment ; but iat they are ſtudiovfly 
to avoid that improvement of it; to which their. cor- 
"rnptionhs will'tertaioly 1 8 t them. Or Jupporting 
des dean Agens that the moſt eminent fainz 
YL. a burden to His brethren ; but he's 
500 that account to be caſt of aud foren. - We 
Pe to Have com affion on bim in bis infrmites, and, 


3n ide metknefs aud condeſeetifion' of Chrift; ready 


'to'yt tot ou x mot er. Hence" it appears, that tlie 
Torbearante bete rcommended cotuprizes the ſeverdl 
Eraces before mentioned and their fegblar exerrſſe 
18 ** brethren. It is to be Aber os lors; 
bor u n_pfincipt ples” of typder 7 no. add” 1 „abe 
8 Hach took derations "++ 0 dee 8 
WS 15 Peg from thetn mſi its 70987; 
or Par brother age" ed of thi the Kindly 


_ wo whom we * "owe our all; and ther in l8½e to our 


hate, 


* the metnders of C Chtiſt, betting tis 
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tot hem 85 2 15 V opoſe, 
Jirtle 1 See carat nice 55 Went 
i ov rext, and, then 8 09 Togge -fome, confi ratio 
ſome thort improvement, For t 0 


drce it, wit 
175 exgligatian of this forbearatice,. we oblery 
a A8 T, It mult nevet be 1 a the ef nc 
trüt any ot ut ome make their pre 
2 to the ele an excuſe for their 5 
504 the . of ee and oil not 
able g ae of f he 0 
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faithful tellimony for Chriſt meets with in 


It muſt be curſed for the nogodlineſs of ZEA! Wi Ws. 


MRI, ſhall. be branded for. FeaP of 
But theſe things ſhould not move. us. 
to brethren mull never interfere ü t We Oy 
to. the Lord who bought us:; 9 0 5 e let ther 
in his Place, and aver 7155 have Ha Ly 19 75 ent- 
er obligations than be has done. 1.65 
great price, for the. 1. uiſition Which W ann; 
take too much pains, an which We cannot gust 1 
too. W attention. When we do ay. thing 3 


it, we appgar in arms agaioſt Chrilt and his king dom; 


hen. we ezert ourſelves, 1 in all ways which! re com- 
perent, . 1 its. ſafety and honour, its preſeryay 
Wee Hanſo mien, i it is but by: rea! ſonable ſe eric. 
e t the of of God, to lacrifice 1 e 
Bs oh pr. Rperey en gut lives EE he: 299 
ee — to. cbgar one. agotker in 


T A to the ſaints. (a) Who was more diſlin - 


_ guilked fo or:forbearance than Paul ? but who was 


more Zcaious for the truth? © He gave Pines) by ſob. 
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ET if it is 11 "No 1 to ir brother, 
o rbearante in love, can oblige us to fuffer Him 


BE y peaceably under a, miſtake, or in the ditck of 


offence. On *he cohtrary, that chriſtian love, upon 
. forbeararice is gtatted, requires that we do 
vel thing which we warrantably* may, to inform 
"*Uls judgment, awaken his confcitnce" and check nis 
**eorrupiions. : If we allow Hm t winder in darkneſs, 
: ben“ we can hold out fome Iphts,” or to emsig in 
offence unconvicted, whe nit” is in * power to Ge · 
288. his fault and tech Him, WE fatty hat bo 
brother in our beart. b. Theft 
My brothet in thine heart's 6h WRAſe" iff e 
I buke thy neighbout}% 1 CINE RIGA 
„ Thus our Lord FIRE we En iy * h 
* © occaſion ſometimes to're 
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«He, exerciſed forbearince; for Fs 
ommavion with him, were preſery= 

es bas ;4hat. did got hinder” to point ont 
he. arcumſtances of it in the ſtrongeſt 
zebuke-him openly on account of it y.) 
| awful and proper between to Chriſti- 
AP hm ſo far, apply to any particular church, 
wit which:.we are connected. It we can do any 
„Ming Je help. ber, when falling ftom the truth or 
om the, purity of ordinances, that is not to be with- 


= 


cheld, She has an undoubted claim to of affiſtance, 
.and,ought gratefully iq receive its 

But here 2 two. fold caution is 19 be obſerved, 
The ane is, hat we be thoroughly fatisfied by the 
word add ſpirit. of God, as the fruiz. of diligent en- 
-quiry and feryent prayer, that we have_trfth and 
duty upon our ſide; and conſequently that our re- 
thren are. really. under the power of miſtake. 21 60. 
filed with offence; becauſe without this, we try to 


4 » 


darken inſtead of.. enlightening them by or _zea obs 


pains. 80 far from turniog them out of the e- 


path into the high way, we endeavour to take them 
Zoff, the latter and ſet them in the former; the conſe- 


oNuences of which may, in many reſpects, be fatal 
both to them and us. In this caſe too, all our re- 
e Proofs ate groundleſs and: miſapplied. We deſetve 
the r od of correction ourſelves, while, ſecure in our 
aimiſtake, we preſume te adminiſter it, and perhaps 
. »Wih-ſeverity, to our brethren» | The, other cavtign. is, 
1o8hay we;preſerye the chriſian temper in al cheſgdeal- 
tings ith them, that it may appear. to their, conyiete. 
both by what is ſaid and the manver of expreſhog 


„anger the; influence of gracious humility, not 


of pride; that we have their welfare.) ſincerely at 
* | 


La & 


dart, and do not ſeek occaſions of alleriivg our pres 
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C6 } 
.eminench, or of veming out malignityand rams; 
Hur ſpleens; becsuſe ithaut ow, OUT: aden — 


vil certainly. be fruſtrated. -// 


Tun pl x, It is oppoſed to coptious TR "= 
1 readineſs | to break up cbhriſtian fellowihip upon 
* me and uojuſtiſiable grounds. A captious ſpirit 

watches for the halting of heethren,* and rejoic 
When it can perceive either of their legs nnequal, -.. 
eccaGons be aforded,.it catches at them with haſly 
Rageroeſs, as a dying man wovld at life; they are a 


rich entertainment. to pride, malice or envy. It is 


ſure to aggrarate every ſtep, be it ever ſo inadvertent, 
or the temptation ever 10 forcible, in the higheſt de- 
tee poſſibie. It can eaſily convert a ſmall miſtake 
into a dangerous hereſy, and ſwell every frau to the 
ſize of a mountain. Nay it may, and often does, 
find matter of warm debate and contention, where 
there is none. A for bearing ſpirit again, is pained at 
the falls, or cven the ſtumbling of brethrea. It no- 
ver attempts to make things greater or worſe than 
they really are, bot rather will . palliate and excuſe 
them, as far as poſſible. On many occaſions, it is 
'bliad-to their miſcarriages and what it cannot fail to 
obſerve, it tries to draw a vail over, in relation to it- 


ſelf and others. Hence the beautiful and ſtriking ac - 


<qunt, which the apoſtle gives of chriſtian love in its 


Proper exerciſe. It ſuffereth long and is kind; 
Ka, 3 is Hot. puff 
« ed up. Moth Bot behave itſelf unſecmly, ſecketh” 
not her owa, is not eaſily -provoked, thinketh na. 
5 evil, rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the 


5s it envieth not: it vaunteth not it 


5 truth : beareth all thiugs, believeth all things, 


4 hopeth all things, endureth all; things,” (g) You. 
ſee much of this precious grace and its native op- 
yatioos in Paul's epiſlles io the churches, in which . 
mauy roots of bitter neſs had ſprung up, troubled and 


defilcd them; een ia- * Cotinthiaas 


Z 1 Cor iii. w. 
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A captions ſpirit makes very light of the feſlowſhig 
of chriſtian brethren,” be it evet ſo important, ſacred 
nd fruitful. * It can burſt every, the ſtroogeſt bondz 

or a'trifling difference of opinion or practice; inayy 

eat wantonly ſacriſiee ĩt to ab old cuſtom: crept in, n 
mad knows how; to prejsdice to bumout, to him 
A Aſpoſition to make noiſe in the chuck. A for: 


ariog ſpitir agaio, puts 2 Proper eſtimare.upoo'the 


dommunion of fellow Chriſtians both in publle aud 


kee Tbete are doubiſeſs grounds and oc eaſi ons 


6 which it muſt part with the: moſt eſteemed aud gra- 


eius friends, in point bf viſible church fellowſhip; for 


Chriſt's fake, Better part company wich all che 
world than ſeparate ſtem his cable; and a wiſe mag 
kdowerh both time 'and judgment. But it will not 
ſport with an object ſo ſacred. It will preſerve that 
eddeared aud paintn] correſpondence at the expance 
of many things, It will not fly off, iin itbe thorough» 
ly fatisfied that the groünds of the rupture will beat 
the ſevereſt Examination of 'the infallibla word g uh 
they nearly concern the glory of Chriſt aud affect the 
eſſential intereſts of his kingdom; that they ate inn 
word, fo weighty and important, that the Cht iſtiat 
can have all freedom, upon theſe very grounds to of- 
fer his life at a. ſlake or a gibbet. Nor even thenw-ẽꝗ a 
it think itſelf juſtified in diſſolviog former connexiobs, 
till all methods of maintaining them without fig Have 
proved unſucceſsful, 'and for bearatzce has been carried 
to the utmoſt length of ſeriptute. When it, muſt tale 
fare well, it will be with relnftaaceand tegtet; hear- 
ty prieved that Satay and the *corraptions: of men 
ſhould have puſhed rhings;tofo+ mouralol ad extre- 
mity. For it is of the very fature ef this-ſpicitp as 
much as is poſſible, to live peaceably dick all mam, 


and eſpecially with the honſhold of faith, This leads 


us to obferve, | Gem 
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Fou RTT T, That chrifſiao for beatauce is of very 
conſiderable extent. Many carty it beyond all anke 
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Hats of reaſon and ſeripture; in ſo much that in va* 
rious places the church has the appearance of a thick, 
overgrown wilderneſs, rather than of a garden incloſ- 
ed, regularly planted and carefully dreſſed. It has 
laid. the holy city, even amongſt the churches of the 
reformationy ſo much under the feet of the Gentiles, 
that ne- would almoſt take her for Babylon, rather 
than the Jeruſalem that came down from God out of 
beaven. This cannot paſs for lawful forbearance, 
It is an unfathomable gulf, that ſwallows up the glo- 


ry of Chriſt and the beſt (intereſts. of his people; a 


rinciple {o wildly. looſe as, if followed out, would 
oon convert the pureſt religious ſocieties on earth in- 
to ſo many ſynagogues of Satan. But we are afraid 
there is much danger on the other hand, either of 
caſting the exerciſe of forbearance out from the ſyſ- 
tem of duties altogether, or of ſo ſtraitning its ope- 
ration, that it can be of no uſe in the church. The 
Lord's people themſelves, the moſt precious, and, in 
many things, well inſtructed are in danger. The more 


Warm and zealous their ſpirits are, with the better 


roſpect is the ſnare ſpread for them. We ſhall there- 
. the liberty ot pointing out certain lengths to 
Which it appears to us, that chriſtian forbearance 
may warrantably, and ought neceſſarily to be extend - 


421 e 18 t9 ä A | 2 4. 
»: Firft, It extends to all kinds of perſonal injuries, 
* Farbeariog, ſays. the apoſtle, and forgiving one 
another, if any man have a quarrel apainſt any; e- 
© ven as ,Ckriſt forgave you, ſo alſo do ye, (h.) It 
makes no difference whether theſe offences be great 
or ſmall, more or leſs aggravated, be of ſhorter or 
longer continuance; not even a refuſal to give ſatis- 
faction, or an obſtinate uuptovoked perſiſting in them, 
is 10 ſtand in the way of cordial forgiveneſs; We 


always mean in ſo far as theſe offences are committed 
againſt us per ſodally. If any ſhall, by injuring vs, 


molate the laws of ſociety, he muſt bear bis On. 


3 Col. i, 13. 
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175 of fraud and of violence. It is ajfo 
| that we may neither uſurp God's place, 


offending brethren by our private per- 


© and. pray for them that deſpitefolty uſe 

See e TREE ihe 0h 2f he rein 
| Wieden whoſe -ſhall ſmite thee 
* op thy aight check, dee im the other alſo and 
* if any man will ſue thee at law; aud take away thy 
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indeed, forbearance and forgivene 


forgiveneſs, or of dropping reſgntment againſt an of- 


# thee, until ſeven times: büt wot ſeventy times 
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So. often. as offences are committed, they are 10 be 


frankly forgiven, 


This is a point which we fear is too little attended 


to by profeſſors of religion. If the offence be ſmall, 


they think themſelves - obliged to get over it; but if 


It is great, repeated, and if no falisfaction can be ob- 


tained, they are apt to juſtify themſelves in ae 
it to dwell in their minds, and in ſeeking opportuni- 


ties of reſenting it one way or another. 80 little 


weight has the authority of Ckrift, and to ſuch a de- 
gree has the love of many waxen cold! This we the 
more inſiſt upon, becauſe fully perſwaded, that if for- 
. bearance were duly exerciſed in ſuch inſtances, differ- 
ences and miſunderftandings in other things would 
often be either entirely prevented or very much leſſen- 
ed. We ſhall not abſolutely affirm; but it appears 
to us with a high degree of evidence, that all the 
ſchiſms and unwarrantable ſeparations that ever ob- 


tained in the church, to the diſhonour of Chriſt and 
ſcandal of religion, have either originated in, or been 


exceedingly cheriſhed by an voforbearing ſpirit in mat- 
.ters of perſonal offence, real or ſuppoſed. Aftar 
mens perſonal intereſts have been ſtruck at, or their 


pride is offended, it has been eaſy to find the whole 
 .cavſe of God and truth at ſtake in the deciſion of the 


controverſy. 5 

Secondly, It extends to things in themſelves indif- 
ſerent. By a thing indifferent we mean, an action 
which is neither commanded nor forbidden; and 
therefore may either be done or not, without cenſure 


fixed upon our conduct by the word. Were not the 


prejudices or the paſſions ef men engaged, it would 
de manifeſt, that it is not ſufficient to determine any 


_ thing to be zchigdifferent, that we have always con- 


ſidered it as an object of importance; that cuſtom and 
7 . ITY education 


{ Math, xviii, 41. 32. 


( 1m 


education have iovartably preſeated it to us ip this 


light ; or that many great and wiſe men have ſpoke 
£ Ne , 14 « Þ . d «37 $ + a 
and wrote in favour of our opinion. Undoubtedly 


that is a thing indifferent, whatever it be, about which 


the word of God either in expreſs terms, or by juſt 


and neceſſary conſequence, leaves us to our liberty ; 
Whatever ſentiments. we or others have adopted, and 
been accuſtomed to entertain concerning it. It would 
be eaſy to point ont a variety of ſuch things, even re · 
lating to the worſhip of God; but they ſhall at pre- 


ſent be left to your own attentive reflection. Only, 
that things of this nature are objects of forbearance, 
the ſcripture is clear and expreſs. The obſervation 
of certain rites of the ceremonial law, particularly in 
relation to meats and days, was for a ſeaſon intirel 

indifferent in the chriſtian church; for the apoſtle 
declares it was enough, that every man was fully 
perſwaded in his own mind. If any had freedom to 
obſerve theſe rites, he might obſerve them withon 

ſig for the preſent : becauſe though the law of com- 


mandments contained in ordinances was abrogated by . 
the death of Chriſt, that conſequence of his death was 


not ſufficiently notified to the church He, again; 
that diſregarded them. was under; no obligation tothe 
contrary, but hereby gave evidence that he was mare 
enlightned about the new diſpenſation. Thus for- 
forbearance was to be exeiciſed ;—* Let not him that 


_ © eateth, ſays the apoſtle, deſpiſe him that eateth not; 


* and let not him who eateth not judge him that eat- 
eth: for God hath received him. Why doſt thou 
© judge thy brother? or why doſt thou ſet at nought 
* ihy brother? for we ſhall all ſtand before the judg- 


ment ſeat of Chriſt' (m) In like manner, the eat. 
ing of things ſacrificed to idols was, in itſelf, indiffer- 
ent; for the ſame apoſtle having obſerved, that an 


idol is nothing in the world,* ſubjoins, * neither if 


ve cat are we the better; neither if we eat not are we 


B 2 a. 


m Rom, xiv. 3. 9. lo. 
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3 . 
fe worſe.” Hence he directe, . if any of them that be- 
 lieve not, bid you to a feaſt, and ye be diſpoſed to 
go, whatſoever is ſet before you eit, aſking go queſ- 
© tions for conſcience ſake. /n This too he repreſents 
as 4 matter of forbearance ; and the only rule he lays 


down is, that none ſhould eat with offence: «© But 
take heed, leſt by any means this liberty of yours 


become a ſtumbling block to them that are weak: 
for many things are lawful, which are not expedient x 
thoſe things that are lawful may not edify. And in 
things indifferent, the expediency and edification of 
brethren, ſuppoſing them weak in extreme, is to de- 
termine the obſervation or neglect of them. 
The reaſon of ſuch things being the object of for- 
bearance is both plain and forcible. Where Chriſt, 
our common Lord, has left us and our brethren at 
liberty, we have no right to bind them up. Ia ſo much 
as pretending it, we preſumptuouſly deſert our own 
ſphere, invade the Redeemer's throne, and attempe 


to wreath a yoke of bondage upon the necks of the 


free ſubjects of his kingdom. In ſuch caſes, inſtead 
of yielding to our pretenſions, they are obliged to 
defend the honour of their maſter and their own pri- 
vileges againſt our daring blaſphemous encroachments, 
Stand faſt therefore in the liberty wherewith Chriſt 
has made us free: and be not entangled again by 
© the yoke of bondage.“ But you ſaid, for the ſake 
of my edification they ought to ſubmit, Do not miſ- 
take, What we ſay is, that it is your buſineſs to get 
over your weak prejudices, and to be in the diligent 
uſe of all proper means for that cad. If you have 
nat ſucceſs, if the thing in queſtion be really indiffer- 
ent and acknowledged to be ſuch by your brethren, 
and if, at the ſame time, it be not preffed upon them 
at neceſſ:ry ; it appears to us, that they may and 
ought to yield for the ſake of peace, and for the ſake 
of your weak conſcience. But, to abſtract 2 

Other 


a 1 Cor. viii. 4, 8 chap. iv. 23, 27. 
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ther things, if it is preſſed upon them as” rieceſſary 
from the command of Chriſt, it appears to us in the 
ſtropgeſt light, that they ought not to yield: becauſe 
vou are adding to the law of Chriſt, and maintain 
your falſe opinions and prejudices to be the rule of 
faith and duty. In that caſe, by their ſubmiſſion, 
they conſent to, and ſupport your bold invaſion of 
our Lord's ſoveregnity, caſt off his authority and de- 
clare themſelves the ſervants of men. The example 
of our apoſtle is tully to our purpoſe When circums 
ciſſon was left as a matter of indifference, no man 
could be more condeſcending than he. To the weak 
he became as weak. He even circumciſed Timothy 
becauſe. of the Jews who were in thoſe quarters; 


aud that after the famous deciſion at Jeruſalem 


about the obligation of the ceremonial law () But 
when it was preſſed as binding by the authority of 
Chriſt and neceſſaty to ſalvation, in Galatia, in Anti- 
och and other places, he would not give place by 
ſubjection, no, not for an hour; but every where 
warned the churches againſt fuch uſurpations. Be- 
© hold, 1 Paul ſay unto you, that if ye be circumciſe 
ed Chriſt ſhall profit you nothiog. How turn you 
© again to the weak and begparly elements, where. 
© unto ye defire again to be in bondage?“ % * 

Thirdly, It extends to matters which are doub?/u?. 
We do not mean things which this and the other care- 
leſs and ſceptical perſon may ſee meet to call doubtful : 
for in this way we might ſoon compliment the whole 
chriſtian ſyſtem by retail to one or another; and ſhall 
be obliged to ſurrender it in bulk and at once to 
multitudes. Is there a fingle point of revealed truth, 
but one or other wavering mind heſitates about, or 
openly denies ? Some pretend, that no certainty is to be 
expected in any part of it. They either icbel ſa 


much againſt the light, or are ſo indolent, or ſo much 


are 


o Acts xvi. 3. P Gal. iy. 9. chap. v. 2. 


(144) 


worſhip or church order, be expreſly mentioned in 
ſcripture ; it may ill be dæubtſul in this reſpect, that 
the beſt inſtructed and moſt eminent Chriſtians, of 
confeſſed ſoundneſs in the faith, may differ about 
the meaning - and obligation of that circumſtance : for 
It is not the letters, tyllables and ſound of the ſcrip- 
ture, but the ſenſe of it, or the mind of the ſpicy 
therein expreſſ:d, which is the rule of faith an 
practice. | x | 
8 1 «INE 8 | 2 0 Now 
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Now, that ſuch things are matters of forbearatice, 
ſeems clear. Him that is weak in the faith receive 
ye; but not to doubtful difpataiions.” % Do 
not trouble him with points, concerning which 
there is ſtill ground to heſitate. Do not obſtruct his 
entrance among you with diſquieting and perplexing 

diſputes. Neither attempt to impoſe your ſentiments 
upon him; nor let his unavoidable weakneſs ſhut the 
door of your fellowſhip upon him. The apoſtle has 
the ſame objects in view, as in the verſes before quot- 
ed. This is plain from the connexion. For the 
preſent they were indifferent, we ſaid. The uſages 
refer „ to might, or might not be obferved, with- 
out blame: but in another point of view they were 
doubtful ; becauſe much might have been offered on 
both ſides ; and Chriſtians might have been very faith- 
ful to Chriſt, which ſide ſoever they eſpouſed in their 
judgment, reaſonings and practice in that controverſy. 
— The reaſon of this, too, is obvious. Ia diſputable 
points, there is not ſufficient light to determine whoſe 
opinion or practice is beſt. ' The minds of both par- 
ties may be tolerably ſatisfied that ſcripture is upon their 
ſide; but while the one fails of carrying conviction to 
the other, who ſhall judge between them? And if 
there be no umpire what remains but mutual forbear- 
ance? My judgment and conſcience is not to be re- 
galated by rhoſe of any other man; nor is his to be 
regulated by mine. If neither the one nor other can 
conſent to ſee with the eyes of his brother, what is 
the alternative but to forbear one another in love ?- * 
Fourthiy, It extends to thoſe things which the 
church has nor attained. The pureſt church vpon 
earth is only going on to perfection. She bas not 
been ealightued in the whole will of God. Her ſus, 
under all her privileges and attainments, like that of 
a ſingle" believer, is only aſcending to his meridian, 
And after a courſe of apoſticy and corruption, it is 
ſomeumes long ere ſhe recover what has been loſt. 
Many 


Rom. Xxiv. 1. 
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"Many things, bath hom within and without, may.re- 
tard her progreſs. What has been attained of the 


mind of God, in doctrine, worſhip, diſciplige or g9- 
verument, ought to be held faſt by her, in her unit. 
| ed late, and by her ſeveral members. What, vpon 


clear ſcripture grounds, has been adopted into her 
confeſſion and teſtimony, may not be dropt to gratify 


the moſt diſtinguiſhed Chriſtian that ever adorned the 
| goſpel, nor upon any other conſideration whatſoever. 


Nor may ſhe receive any into her communion who 
takes, or claims a liberty of oppoſing, or even of de- 


ſpiſing and trampling upon any piece of reformation, 


which the Lord has honoured her with: becayſe, in 
ſo far, ſhe ſacrifices her faithfulneſs and purity. his 
ignorance or preſumption. Such . treachery wil 
ſound an alarm to the faithſul, who have juſt views 
of the bonds, the nature and deſign of church fellow- 
ſhip,—But the caſe, is quite different as to matters, 
which the church and our brethren have not reached, 
about which perbaps they have not ſo much as deen 
inſtructed z and therefore could not take into the pub- 


lic confeflion and teſtimony, Make the moſt favour- 


able ſuppoſition ; that, through the peculiar kind - 
neſs of God, high degrees of ſpiritual jllymination 
have attended our reſearches, ſo that we clearly per- 
ceive this and the other point of doctrine to be true, 
this and the other circumſtance in her worſhip and or- 
der to be ſcriptural and proper; yet is the church 
with which we. arc connected, are our brethren, her 
members, in the dark about one or bath of theſe, 
and after all their enquiries cannot ſee as we do? Is 
not. forbearante then reaſonable and neceſſary? 

- There is a difference, indeed, between thoſe religi- 
ous connections that are going on with a grievous 
and, in appearance, perpetnal backſliding; perhaps 
obſtinately ſpurning at the means of recovery, like 
this national church; or thoſe who have fixed the 


utmoſt limits of reformaticn, not in the leaſt diſpoſed 
to 
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dd learn che way of the Lord wore perfectly; under 


the proud conceit, that they have attained Wl poſſi- 
ble, or at leaſt all neceſſary, degrees of purity and re- 


Formatiod, like the national chürch of England at the 


reformation under queen Alia abeth : Aud thoſe who, 
though dnenligbtued 4bont many things, and there - 
fore unable to make all the progreſs which we wiſh, 
bold themſelves open to conviction, are ſolicitous to 
be better taught of God, arid heartily diſpoſed to fol- 
low where ſoever he ſhall be pleaſed to lead them. 
As to the Arſt } it appears evident, we are not to for- 
bear them in the way of church communion ; but are 
obliged to provide for the glory of Chriſtand our own 
edification by Seceſſten, ſo ſoon as a door is opened in 
providence. As to the other ; it appears uo leſs 
evident, 'that we ate to bear with them; waiting, 
hoping and prayivg, that the Lord would carry on 
the good work which he has begun among them, 
and perfecl what is lacking in their faith and kuow- 
ledge. The apoſtle ſugpeſts this rule, let usthere- 
© fore; as many as be perfect, be thus minded: and 
and if in any thing ye be other wiſe minded, God 
« ſhall reveal even this unto you. Nevertheleſs, 
© whereto we have already attained, let us welk by 
the fame rule, let us mind the fame thing.“ (r) He 
ſeems to be ſpeaking of the different degrees of light 
and knowledge among the Philippians and 1 45 
churches, about ſome points of docttine and cireum- 
flances of worſhip, particularly in relation to the mo; 
faic law. Bo far as dgreed, he would have them im - 
prove their unity, and walk according to that rule: 
And as to thoſe points, abobt which ſome were more 
enlightened than others, that the ſorbearance ſnould be 
mutual; the more perfect waiting upon thoſe who 
were leſs ſo, in ex pectation of their graciovſly obtain- 
ing the ſame diſcoveries : the latter, again, taking the 
benefit of the ſuperior knowledge of the former, 
SR HY SAS CONES RT; Nie, RES þ 
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and in all dependiog on the ſpirit of truth for furthee 


iuſtruction. The reaſon is; it becomes no man to 
dictate to his brethren; for we have one maſter even 


Chriſt. And it muſt be a fearful, abuſe of our light, 


to improve it for an angry over-bearing debate aod 


contention, which may iſſue in a rupture with thoſe 


who are no leſs upright, conſcientious and faithful 
than our ſelves. 


But, will one fay, then 1 muſt bury the conthy. 


How? haſt thou faith? have it to thyſelf. before 
God. Is not that much? make the very beſt of the 
truth as the Lord enables; take all prudent methods 
of communicating it to others; but wait till the Lord 
ſee meet to. bleſs the means; and neither fly off from 
your brethren, nor deſpiſe them, becauſe you are, 
in deep, ſovereignty, more favoured of the Lord than 
they are. You, cannot reaſonably expect they ſhould 
hold pace with you till they are as much enlarged. 
Bot the church has attained—04at has ſhe attained ? 
a, piece of undoubted ſcriptural reformation, avowed 
to all in her ſubordinate ſtandards ?. or is it a cuffors 
and uſage; an uſage ſometimes, and by ſome of her 
miniſters or members obſet ved, at other times and 
by other miniſters or members. not obſerved; an.u+ 
fage, the meaning and import, the ſtrict and pro- 
per obligation of which ſhe had not duly examined; 
perhaps an uſage too, which afterwards, in times of 
greater light and further reformation, was dropt as 
not neceſſary and. obligatory ? Will you call this a 
piece of reformation attained upon clear ſcripture 
ground, embodied io her public teſtimony and uni- 
Or will any wiſe man attempt 

to prove the compariſon? In a wor, & 
. Fifthly, Forbearance is to be exerciſed in all caſes, 
where We 2nd a good confcience are not injured. 
Where one or other of theſe is hurt, or in unavoid- 


able danger of being ſo, we have admitted, that for- 


bearance can have no place in a ſtate of church fellow- 
| | ſhip. 
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1 
thip. Every thing ought to bow to their ſafety, But 
it alſo deſerves your attention, that both theſe may be 
in as great ſecurity as can be expected in this world, 
when tender, or weak and ſcrupulous Chriftians have 
taken a great alarm. Which of theſe was affected, 
when the members of the church of Jeruſalem were 
caſt into an uproar, on occaſion of Peters going in to 
Cornelius and 'bis friends, preaching the goſpel, and 
baptizing them? () The ferment was as univerſal, 
and the ontcry-as loud, as if the whole cauſe of reli- 
gion had been perfidioufly betrayed, when it had not 
received the fmalleſt harm. We think, in general, 
truth is not endangered by us, when we are permit- 


ted to poſſeſs it, to avow it openly, uniformly, in all. 


ways which the word of God requires, and which our 
circumſtances ia providence render neceſſary and fit; 
nor by the church with which we are connected, when 


ſhe diſcovers a readineſs to receive and avow, to main- 
tain aud defend it, ſo ſoon as made known to her: 


And that a goa conſeience is not at all affected, ia 
commuuion with our brethren; when no unwarrant- 
able terms of church fellowſhip” are directly, or by 
conſequence; impoſed upon us. Even at the com- 
mencement of the Seceſſian, forbearance could have ng 
place in this national church; becauſe truth was fal- 
jen in her ſtreets and equity could not enter. Not 


to ſay, that the faithful could not prevail to have 


truth judicially aſſerted in oppoſition to the daring at- 
tacks made upon it; and that they themſelves were 
prohibited under ſevere penalties from ayowing it ; 
ſeveral precious articles of goſpel doctride were con- 


demned in the ſupreme eccleſiaſtical court, and the 
groſſeſt errors publickly, judicially patronzed And 


becauſe unwarrantable terms of communion: were im- 
poſed upon her miaiſtsrs and members. Upon her 
miniſters ;—They could not be allowed to enter 
their difſents or proteſtarions, for the exoneration ot 


4 Acts x. xi. | 
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cannot affect the nature of the ordinance; a circum - 
ſtadce, too, which got one of our ſtandards received 
 and.approved by ſolemn; oath, as founded upon and 

agreeable to theword of God, does either explicitly or 


( 20 ) 

conſcience, ag:inſt ihe moſt iniquitous deciſions, nor ta 
utter a ſyllable in the pulpit under any grievance, or 
againſt the moſt tyranoical, deſtruQive proceedings. 
hey behoved, either to give the right hand of fel- 
lowſhip to them who preached anther goſpel, and 
who bad by dint of the fecular arm thruſt themſelves 
on the heritage of God, or deſert the judicatures un - 
der pain of cenſure, at the pleaſure of the managers. 
It was at their peril, if they adminiſtred ſealing ordi - 
nances, on any conſideration, ta the Lord's oppreſſed: 
people. By act of Parliament, they behoved - ta 
cammence king's meſſengers, and profane the boly: 
day of God, or be caſt out of the church. Upon her 
members : for they were obliged: to fit with impure, 


- openly impure dogs in the ſacraments, or want them; 


to hear a falſe goſpel, or, in many corners, no goſpel ; 
to receive ſealing, ordinances from thoſe whom Chriſt 
never ſent, or be denied them; to give up with ſuch 
miniſters, - as the Lord had made valiant for tbe 
truth, or be materially; excommyniicated toge 

with them. Tell it not in Gath : publiſh it not in 
the ſtreets of eln. Confcious as we may be of 


manifold defects and miſmanagements, we hope no 
ſuch things are to be found amongſt us. They mult 


be ſcrupulous indeed, and either very ignorant or 
deſperately. prejudiced, who can imagine, that a dif- 


| ference of order ia the diſpenſation: of the Lord's 
Topper, io a circumſiance which, in the very na- 


ture of things, cannot poffibly convey. any ſymbolical 
and ſacramental meaning, and which all parties allow 


mplicitly: ackgowledge: — that ſuch difference, we 
fay, jajures truth or defiles: and. impoſes upon the 


. conſcience; while-every church member is left to his 
on diſcretive judgment, and) every miniſter at liber- 
WM  F® 
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ty to obſerve the ordinary circumſtance ot not, as he 
ſecs meet. We hope poſterity ſhall never come” to: 
the knowledge of ſuch a pitiful: controverſy ; but if 
they ſhould, we ate perſwaded they muſt be aſhamed, 
aſtoniſhed and. confounded,” to. think that it ſhould 
hade ever been agitated, ſo much as for a moment, 
io ſo eolightened, an eſtabliſned. and well ordered a 
laciety as the Seceſſion. | We ſhall now proceed, 8 


IE To ſoggeſt ſome: e dees to e the 
dar beneaore⸗ which we have endeavouted a little 
al 

Fins v, The amtborttz of Chriſt enjaini it; "His wil 
in all things ought to be the reaſon and rule of our 
duty. Wherever it is interpoſed; we have no choice, 
nor are at liberty ſo much as to heſitate for a moment. 
To him we owe: implicit obedience. Even when we 
cannot ſee the reaſon of his command, and when eve- 
ry thing in us and around us enters the-moſt plauſible 
and forcible remonſtrances, abſolute ſubmiſſion is 
our reaſonable ſervice : becauſe we are ſure bis infi- 
nite wiſdom cannot miſtake, and that, in all inſtances, 
the ſceptre of his kingdom mult be a right ſceptre. — 
Reflect whoſecommandin this text iojoins us toforbear 
one another. Is it the direction of a man, of an an- 
gel? or is it not the command of the RAT God, our 
Saviour, - conveped to us by his ſervant Paul, who 

and wrote by his inſpiration and authority? a 
command of as high authority as that great and lead- 
ing one, to believe on the name of Jeſus ; a command 
which extends its obligation to all the churches to 
ide end of time, as well as to thoſe then io being, add 

to Al chriſtians no leſs than to the believing Epbeſi- 

ant: command, for obedience to which we muſt 
anſwer at the return of our Lord, which we pore 
with; or trample upon at extreme hazard. Shall any 
Chriſtian diſregard it, or beg to be excuſed, wo has 


heartily ſubjeQed himſelf to the Redeemer's gracious 


government 


t 22 ) 
 Eovernment, declaring often, and with all poſſible ſo- 
Jemanity, that 45s pleaſure ſhall be à law” to him, and 
that he accounts it his happineſs and honour to ſerve 
im Whatever others do, '-ſhall' you. revolt? If 
they will preſume: to ſay. we are on, will not you 
prove that you are his ſervants ? And how prove it. 
— by a cheerful performance of what he requires? 
Alas that we ſhould ever queſtion, whether he be 
Gon, or Baal be Gop |! 15 
- 'SECONDLY, The love of Chriſt ſhould confirain 
us to it. Whether we (conſider Chriſt's love to us 
and our brethren, or the love which his people ſnould 
expreſs to him, we will find a powerful inducement, 
His love ts uf: ſor, not to inſiſt upon other thiops, 
how many miſtakes ànd offences does he beat with in 
us? Miſtakes worſe than inadvertent, often wilful; 
miſlakes held after a long courſe of diſcipline by worl 
and providence, and which we are not only not ſuit». 
ably concerned to have rectiſied, but frequently averſe 
to have examined. Offences many of which are of a 
heinous nature, committed againſt manifold warn - 
ings, clear light, deep couvictions, invaluable privi- 
leges, and the moſt ſalemn voluntary engagemeats to 
the contrary. Unequalled; adorable love! He bears 
with us in all theſe! He does not upon thoſe ac- 
counts, break up gracious correſpondence with us! 
Ne; be knows our frame: His bowels are turged 
within him; his repentings are kindled | together, 
He never carries the difference farther than a friend- 
ly, though it may be a ſharp, reproof. Shall he for- 
bear us, my brethren, in the debt of many ten thou- 
{and talents? (And ſhail we have the confidence to 
refuſe forbearance to others in the paltry debt of a 
very fe pence-; perhaps when they are not in our 
debt at all; the obligation being merely imaginary, 
no where to be found but in our own weak and fool - 
iſh prejudices, or in. our ignorant and erring conſci- 
ences? Where is the perſon af this * 
1 who 


( a3 ) 
who will pretend intereſt im the love of Chriſt? How W- 
juſtly might his Lord deliver ſueh a ſer vant to the of- 
ficer, with a charge to hale him to: priſon; from 
which he ſhould not eſcape tit he payed: the very 


laſt mite. Our love to Chriſt, it genuine and in ex- 


erciſe, will ſweetly and powerfully conſtrain us to it. 
Forbearing one another. ſays the apoſtle, in love; 
intimating, if that divine principle ruled in theic 
hearts, they could not but fee the propriety of for- 
bearance; and be impelled to it irreſiſtibly: For, if 
we love him that begot, can we fail to love thoſe that 
are begotten of him for his ſake, becauſe they are his, 
and are like bim? And what a multitude of leſſer dif- 
ferences will not this extinguiſh ? What a heap of 
ſins will it not cover? © Hatred ſtirreth up Arifes 2 
but love covereth all ſins.“ (z) It will not pick quar- 
rels where there are none; will always put the beſt 
conſtruction upon every thing which it can bear, 
and will cheerfully forgive, what it cannot juſtify or 

excuſe, It will breathe che ſoft inſinuating language 
of our apoſtle upon a moſt trying occaſion ;—Bre- 
© thren, 1 beſeech- you, be as Lam, for I am as Je 

are; ye have not injured me at all,” (4) | 
TIA DL Y, The weaknefs of our judgment, ad: 
the contemptible proficiency. we have made in know- 
ledge, might evince the reaſonableneſs and propriety 
of forbearance. I know their. are ſome profeſſors ſo 
wiſe in their own conceit, that it is next to blaſphemy 
to queſtion their diſcernment, or even to ſulpect 
their infallibility. Let ſuch; towering imaginations 
be marked down: for their own valde. But what 
ſhall we ſay of the moſt advanced chriſtians in this 
world? Are they men? Or are they got rather 
children in underſtanding? Ves; very babes, and 
voſkilful; in the word of righteouſneſs. We ſee 
* ibromh. glaſs darkly; we know but in part, and. 
«* propheſy but in part. („) If any man think that 
* nn any thing; he is fo far deceived,. that- 
© he 
7 Prev x. 12 ak ir. tz. 1 Cor. Kitt. 9. 12. 
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the lendweth nothing, as be ovglit to know! (K.) 


The humble folk will very feadiy donbeſs this : 


«© Surcly:I am wore: brutiſh than any mn 


o und have 


not the underſtanding of a man ) v7, 
- To what error and miſtake are we not liable even 


in the plaineſt things? How much more in choſe 


which are much harder to be uuderſtood, have never 


been carefully examined, nay, which may ſeldom, if 


ever, have fallen under our deliberate refſe tion Are 
we not often in danger of putting light for, dane. 


and darkneſs for light ; ot calling thartruth whith-is 
etror, and that duty which is ſin den hE,ỹ,ÿͥ we 


are right, there is danger of contem plug the object 


through the falſe medium of pt udien aud paſſton, 


not in the pure light of the wort) ;twad <oofequently 


of raiſing what is very {mail toan{zxeepordindfy balk, 
a well as of reducing what is eren ajreat, almiſt 
to nothing. Which of us of any veflection, tandiog 
and experience, has not, in thei:covrie of his yhife, 
been convicted, at different times, of holding fallpopi- 
nions? We were once confident of. their truth and 
could have riſqued almoſt auy thing upon them ;: and 
yet have lived to perceive and be wall ourfally; aud 
to eſpouſe very different, if not oppoſite; ſentjments. 
Are we more infallible at-preſent,' thau we were ma- 


ny years ago? If not, how dare we, eſpeciatipimdark 


and doubtful things, be poſitive and istateram to- 
ward our brethren? A very moderate ſhare off ſelf- 
denial would teach vs to fear they maybe tight, and 
we wrong; that when attempting to impoſer our ſen- 


timents upon them, we are ſhedding darkneſs and 


error upon their minds, or at leaſt fur ciog that u- 
pon them as a principal concern, which is entitled 


to much inferior conſderation. The danger: ſhould, 


doubtleſs, appear greiter, whe eonſeious that we 


'16an much more to our on underſtandiog than to 


the Lord's wiſdom; pet haps, that we never ſo much 
23, with any faith or fervency, begged bis iaßtruékf. 


On 


1 1 Cor. vlii. * a 3 Prove xxx. 2. 2s 
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rz that we have been aiming more at our ; own intet: , 
eſt or credit than at his glory; nay perhaps, that 
from pride, prejudice and paſſion, we have been to- 


rally diſqualified for forming any deliberate judgment 
at all, Tndeed the moſt 'conceited and poſitive, are 


uſually the weakeſt aud moſt worthleſs, There is 
not one inſtance in a hundred to the contrary. " 


But even ſuppoſe,” we were ſufficiently qualified to 


| diftate to all the churches ; ſhould we not take com- 
paſſion upon our poor benighted brethren, and not 
oblige them to ſwallow what would certainly choa 
them; or, contrary to their own conviction, to call 


this or the other thing, good and true, merely upon 


our teſtimony? This would ſuppoſe: they muſt re- 

nounce their own reaſon and conſcicuce, and, very 
ſubmiſſively, put themſelves into our leading ſtrings. 
If our minds be fo penetrating and comprehenſive as 
to reach and unfold all myſleries; let us at leaſt have 


pity on underſtandings of a leſs ſize; and as an evi- 


dence of this, wait for them and inſtru them. If 
a man can travel at the rate of a hundred miles a day, 


it is certaialy unreaſonably to puſh and abuſe me, 


becauſe my vtwolt ſtrength and exertion cannot make 


twenty. This leads us to obſerve,” 


- FoURTHLY, That the forbearance of our bre. 


thren toward us ſhould teach us moderation toward 


them. The apoſtle here ſuppoſes the forbearance to 


be mutual: Forbearing one another in love. If one 


yielded much, another would be obliged to yield no 


Jeſs to him; conſequently there would be nothing on 
the ſcore on either ſide. We are always apt to be 
partial to ourſelves, and to ſuppoſe it impoſſible, 
that we ſhould be as great burdens to any man, as 


multitudes are to us. Take our word for it, and all 


we believe, ſay or do, muſt be perfectly right. They 


are either very ſilly, or very malicious, who do not 
give us unlimited credit for this. Applied to others, 
we can ſoon perceive the abſurdity, and ſometimes 


heartily 
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deformities we chuſe to catry bend; in ee 
Jous conceit, that becauſe Nd 


lend tor Lond ant e e is 


Ave not 
injuries at his hand? Ae 


pour errors and miſtakes, g 
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about the ſaults 
ng owa 


l E lavgh.at it. But the miſerable deception Fes 
ere, that while very 


ick- 
of our brethren, we Bret x 


t ſee: thew 

mortal can; thoſe of others we Abe col bd de 

always before our face; - . © 2887 P % 2 
But let men think foderly «6 &, 305 26 


they ought to thiok. Will 7 our Words add aftigns 


fill the ſquare of the word han thofe' of 


ies at our hand ;* ind 


and Chriſtians lato ſuch n 
not upon every õceafön © 
ing pay me what Wogen 
hardigeſs and iwgratitude, "46 "Wc 
or fo often as we thiok ey | 
and demand immediate: Ve. 
cide this point. T bon y ee LF e 
deam out of thine ov 
' ſee clearly io caſt out the mats out of thi 
© eye.” Ae willaltfour feniſments, 
peſtly-Jaid in the balances of the fa getunt! 
the mail? He muſt harte 1 vaſt opiai c 
under ſtanding hO will” venture to 
it is the duty of your brethren 85 


F 
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importance ? - ' Undoubtedly,” 


the face to affirm, that you are diſcharged' from alt 


obligation to bear with them in their errors and miſ⸗ 
takes? What is it, I pray, that has made this mi 


difference ? Suppoſe, that it is not quite clear whofe 


E 


opinions are juſt, yours or theirs; have not they as 


good a right to abide by theirs, to defend them till 


_— and to impoſe them upon 4 as you have 
2 0 
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. maſter, certginly, We 
a act nnd reaſon deen 
your, ſide 3. Hill they, jon is, who inveſted. you 
with e or them ? You are accountable 


for your advantages; ſo are they ; but their faith is | 


95 cy upon r fleeve, as your faith upon 
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unorbearin ſpitit 1 . very 
K 155 e man of fin, is ta 
g-ideas in the Wi of e- 


lamielt o de cht vicar of Je: 
| — 5 n head of the catholic 


7. war wich t 
W rank 8. and people But what 1 
got mu 


A ia preſumptuouſly 
. 


ecefary,,at- leaſt in Point. 
. and ia po- 
„le authority, thoſe 


have. allowed to be diſpx- 
+ agd e Fee light upon all 


ven, withont a ſlip by the 
A 85 25 mare to do, than to put ont theic 


e7e%, and gommit themſelves, 11 i fulleſt aſſurance, 
to ee What he aimed at, by an 
inp gale pltcry of iniquity, and actually obtaio-+ 

qghont the © greateſt part of the chriſtian world, 


ba bg. frm folding We mans faith agd conſci: 


bis acrogagt pretence, that he was conltie 
ehe EG and unerring judge of all contro- 
verſies. .From ſmall, very ſmall beginnings, matters 
were driven ſo far, that no man might buy or ſell, 


« {zve he that had the mark, or the name of the beaſt, 


© or che number of his name, (a) who were not impli- 
| D 2 ; citly 
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Au obedient to popich briefs aud 'mandates;” ſenteh 


des and reſcripts. 


at ficſt only inſiſt on our receiving chib tt 
on, or that vSnimportant circumſtance gf 
and order; and then it is preßzted to dictite Bur 

' whole creed, and regulate eycry part df out cobrie. 
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Add thovgh it hovld ur thou fate fing, 
and alarm the jealouſy of ſothe ;\welkrt Void aba gew. 
that where ever we obſer ye a Whforb@idg profelitr, 
there you have a little Pope, i Vittle Antich a8 < * 
may be 2 valuable perſon nay, ins other” thitis: da 
Eminent Chriſtian; but the ſame ſpititts in ſd far Work · 
ing in him, as in the Roman Pontiff: 4 ſpiciwhith 
would have all his brethren'brought to bis feet; 389 
obliged, under pain of excomminication from the 
church of the living God, to kiſs them with tke pro- 
foundeſt devotion: and - # ſpirit: td the encroach · 
ments of which, there is uo end. Like the great An- 
tichriſt, . yield to it in one thing; and ſt id thereby 
emboldened to demand obedience in=hather.” 9 — 

wog opiui- 


In the fame manner às che ſon of per dition aſcended 


his throne, it will. proceed from jels to more, till at 


length nothing will pleaſe, unleſs evety word and 
action, every opinion and obſervancè receive the 
ſanction of its ſupreme authority. Ah the ſhame, 
the palpable contradiction, that ſuch a ſpirit ſhould 
prevail and be cheriſhed amongſt'thoſe, whig pretend 


to glory in the name of PRoTESTANTS! '- 


© SIXTHLY, The peace of the church requires 
this'forbearance. Peace will be à great object to every 
gracious perſon, under the influence of the zirit of 
Chriſt, We are commanded to Folldw pete With 
all men, ( even when it (flies from us ts pöfſue 
it earneſtly,” With the greateſt tendet nefs and ſoli- 


citude is it to be cultivated in the church. And be 


lat peace among yourſelves. Let us therefore follow 


— 


after, the things which make for peace, and things 


Wherewith 
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. here wich we may edify one another. (e) Peace is'an 
important fruit of the death of Chriſt, (d) a rich lega- 
cy, 1 bis 1gſtament, (e) and the matter of his intercefli- 
on Within iche vail. (/) And there is nothing which 
the Lord S pegple, acting in character, are more zea- 
loys abont. ,, They pray earneſtly. for the peace of Je: 


roſalem;; and induſtriouſly ſeek it by all means in their 


Wer, (g) Ii may be purchaſed at too high a price; 
u meyer, as we ſaw before, when truth and a good 
conſciegce. are ſafe. Then we can offer no ſacrifice 
too coltly to Feeds it n in e or to Fecavs 
5 when lol, 
. forbeaing one another, peace is not 
a It is impoſſible, in the very nature 
thiogs, 550 the church is in a militant ſtate, bee 
of ſe ſo long we are impetfect. Offences and injuries 
be committed ; differences in leſſer things muſt 
1 45 rily, obtem. The latter is as uvnavoidahle as 
the farmer; while their are ſuch differences of capa- 
of advantages, and of ſpiritual illumination. 
The ſaints will ſhastly come to the perfect unity of 
the faith, and knowledge of the ſon of God; but not 


fill they, come unto a pei fect man, unto the meaſure of 


1 4 ſtature of the-fulneſs of Chriſt... What is to be 
done with theſe leſſer. differences? What, indeed, 


but to forbear one another in love ? The ſword of e- 


very, church member, without this, mult be in the ſide 
ofhis fellow. He is offended at me, becauſe I preſume 


ta differ from him; I am offended at him becauſe he 
- preſumes to differ from we. Hence diſcord and con · 
. tention muſt rage from generation to generation. Zion, 
jollead of being a quiet habitation, is a tumultuous 
ſcene of brawling, and of blood. And you will ob- 


ſerve, that when. peace is once fled from the church, 


every thing valuable is upon the point of making: a 
retreat. Mutual confidence is at an end: mutual 
edificatian can.have no place : the regular diſpenſa- 
lion and enjoy ment of ordigances i is, at leaſt, ſuipend-. 


ed. 


c 1 Theſſ. v. 13. . xiv. 19. 4 Eph. ii- 14, 


15 16. e John xiy. 27. Ycber. Xvi. 21, 22, 23. £ Plal. 
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out forbearance”'n love. © It © erly in yam; tO. 
hook for thew. There may ug 5 0% Huh 1 
life in an animal, or a ouſe - Withbue * 1555 800 | 

$EveENTHLY; The" crit 4 f religion. | 
impel us to the Aurtiſe be ee 91 4 
of Chrift has never ark peek re fpeck⸗ ie 10 


world, nor is chere a probability of its becomi * 
ſoon. In times like ours, that how 16585 
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which the many wonder at, is to de gr 

ed; rather, becauſe it is the faſhion, a may Gf. 
taid it is falſe aud fpurtous. 8 maſt 5 1 5 
corrupt mixture Which adepts it 0.5 c Une” 0 
multitude. We #te bound, however, to | adorg,, x 8 


be more cautidus of doing any t 0 it i 
than of the depredations of the thief, or of the at- 


ſhame; while we are guilty bf W the. precious 
fouls of men. 
Now, ca the one hand, there t "not, any thiog, 


gion to — around us, thau the loving, peaceable, 
eee 


4 


that this unity and peac er 5000 be enjaged Wien 


doctrine of God ovr Saviour in all things; Vaud we uld.. 4 
credit 


tacks oba deſperate aſſaſſin; for i in ſs fat as we eipjore. | 
it, we cracify Chriſt afreſh ant'ppr” iin t wo an. Open. .. 
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which more recommends the cauſe of truth and reli- 
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Surbeariog | irit_ an yft of i its friends. \'Where- 
ever | thal RD . 17 00 8 CAC Fried 1 in its hand letters 
wi ag 1957 All men, to the carc- 


. 18 ; & Prey 0 There is in it ſome - 
5 Few FN Ta worthy and: .atiraRive,, as 
wif tab even of, i its enemies. 0a 

= 15 Wh as not anly; abated, bur 

10 0 5 and, through the Lord's bleſ- 
; Bf 1s 2 mean h, winning thęirchearts 
1 


What à wigkty power, 


y ty, mult_ther be in. he ruth; as/j1 is- Je- 
off 1 £7 thoronghs change on che 
ty Bed: Ws N hem. 19 oats humble 
yay aon tf, proud, 
do How £98; * taber nacles 


{eff "ing 
er. fu in hg whea,Jhbe: primitive 


IN, 
ME 


ple: hand the Land added to 
if Yay Ae de pd be ſaved. (g) Our 
? he. very . c il; af his mile 


19 1 o the operation of. this: 


481 96. Aber art in we and 1 ia thee; that 


; 5 ay. be one. id ua; that the worid may ba- 
"thou: has ſent, me. (4) But, ou the other 


<brift © d his cauſe, thag the unforbeariag, 


ANG agd itigigus. ſpitic, of. bis profe(led- follow. 


are apt to bleis tbemſsloꝭs in their diſtance 
fr fro 10 


mige hops ur, be aaf, apiged.? i» Who 
wear 0 into an ho 2 5 tk 
kids up hi 


1 78 5 0 TN 


it apd of, Suę Dubs thay bad- 


Jgd Qvers.. „That. they all may be. 


is not any thiog Which, more forcibly: 
{tri A vn, and alienates the bearts of men 


erment'and brawling. h, e ſoul, will, 
: 1 13 55 come ug! 1 1000. their, ſcpresj uno their 


in flimes, -and thin of 22 
s reſidence there? Who would chuſe to 
be at ſea in a tempeſt, When one monatain of wreck 
is "mes to the hore after *0gthe! ? . Suppoſe the - 


t 


6 


If difcharge to be agaluſt contentions church thee: 


bers themſelves, it is a heavy one. Spectatots will either 
hold them a ſet of religious knaves, who have aſſum- 

ed the form, without imbibing any thing of the ſpirit 
of chriſtianity, and hate them moſt heartily as ſuch: 


or they will ſtand by, deriding them as a parcel of - 


filly brainſick fools. The ſecond diſcharge, (and againſt 
theſe too, the firſt is ultimately aimed), is always di- 
rected againſt the glorlous perſon hom they call their 
maſter, and his good ways which they profeſs ; for 
they cannot Tee, nor for their hearts believe, the 
Power of thoſe truths and ordinances which fuffers 
Chriſtians, like ſo many beaſts of prey, to bite and 
and tear one another on the moſt fling occalions. 


Theſe proceedings have, in fact, done more hurt to 


the honour and intereſts of religion in the world, 
than all the ridicule and violence of perſecution, which 
its avowed enemies, without fach provocation, 
ever poured upon it. And ſhall we, I befeech 
you, in the latter end have comfort, in holding up 
Chriſt and his work for a laughiag - ſtock to a careleſs 
and prejudiced generation, or in caſtiog blocks in the 
way of our fellow creatures, over which they may 
ſtumble into endleſs perdition? ? 
Several other things might have been fuggeſted; 
ſuch as, that forbearance is a grace of the ſpirit as 
precious in its place as any other; without the exer- 


ciſe of whict, in relation to its proper objects, we can 


have no ſatisfying evidence to gurſelves, flor can we 
prove to others, that we are partakers of graze at all; 
that it exceedingly diſconcerts the ſchemes of ſatan a+ 
gainſt the Lord's work and people; that the more a 
Chriſtiao ſhines in ſcriptural forbearance, the more con- 
fo: able he is to his glorious head, the more reſpect 
and confidence he will meet with from his brethreo, 
when they are reſtored to their right mind; and that 
to the exerciſe of forbearance we are in different ways 

- moſt ſolemnly engaged. But the diſcourſe is ſo much 
lengthened already, that we muſt !cave thefe and 2. 
| ther 
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ther conſi deritions to your "own meditation This a 


N Jeet. Tort effected upon, will ſhew, _ 
ITRS to Bernice! in love dots not wetit 


5 17d {orb; which is poured upon it by 
50 1 555 Wet things of many of Jeu! but 
$ Sothibking are the ſpirits of men 


5 8 


ent Qui, { chat they would not be more a- 
UtdWn fword pointed at their breaſts, 


Day 1425 mention of forbearauce; nor is there a 
bes ke” goo Iyſrern of Mahometan impoſtere that 

de more gefided; Aſleniſhing! That any 
ber © fuch' — 4 to themſelves and to the ve- 


to ature add” | human ſociety ! Shall the 


Fkades 4 ede in ſtantageouſly proſelyte vs 

e Romli a Will'we preſume to be merry 
thy or if ta ton at the glory and autho- 

ty of ii We Long ? Dare we treat the 
5 poly 1 exiſtence of the city of the 
ving ot ich'we ate under ſo many Obligati- 
ons, roy $0; jcule and ſtorn? We ſhall admit, that 


not 4 little ot the Jealouſy add contempt with which 
the gocttt ine aud Practice of forbearance in thoſe evil 
times ste received, even by gracious perſoas, have been 
octaſioned by the ſhockiog abuſe and proſtitution of 
it amongſt people of different denominations. But 
what truth, ordinance or chriſtian duty has not been 
abuſed? Muſt we therefore relioquiſh' them? | Are 
we unable to diſtinguiſh things moſt obviouſly differ- 
_ If, in relation to certain objects, forbearance 
a tate of church fellowſhip can have no place, 
e674 the door de abſolutely ſhut againſt it, in'relati-- 
on to theſe objects where it is recommended and in- 
joined by God "himſelf ? Were Gallio and Paul men 
of the ſame ſpirit; becauſe the one cared nothing for 
- Chtift and his cauſe," and becauſe the other directs us 
to forbear one another in love? Let us, my bre- 
i toke heed how? we profane or devour what is 
1. HE; 
DECON D- 
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4 
.\;SEGORDL Y, It leads us, to weep over the low 
fate of religion amongſt vs. The prophet goes be- 
fore us, © Oh, that my head were waters, and. mine 
eyes a fountain of tears, that I might weep day and 
:-8ighe for the flain of the daughter of my people 
A} Kt is not with ue, alas! as in months paft. Our 
un has gone down at noon. What are many pro- 
felfors, but ſhadows of chriſtianity, mere fkeletons in 
religion; by their fruits you fhall kaow them. Too 
man of the Lord's people themfelves are become 
ag the; heath in the deſert. Among other eviden- 
£es of our languiſhing condition, this is none of ibe 
engt though not fo often mentioned, that chriſtiaa 
orbearance ſeems on the very point of expulſion. 
Does. not this ioconteſtibly prove, that brotherly love 
3s decayed ? And will not this again convincingly 
How, chat the Spirit of grace in all his inflyences is 
mourofally withdrawn ? Were it not fo, it is impoſſi- 
Ble, that thiggs ſhould wear the preſent gloomy aſ- 
peck. Alas for the divifions of Reuben Should 
rhey not cauſe great ſearchings of heart? They are 
tvil thiugs themſelves, very evil; but they are only 
the alarming fymptoms of worſe. Tes; my friends, 
we are alienated from Chriſt, and muſt be eſtranged 
from one another, He is the corner ſtone of the 
church. The more cloſely his people are joined to 
dim in their e xerciſe, the more firmly are they cement - 
ed among themſelves, Jealquſſes and emulatione, 
pariance gad wrath amongſt them, demonſtrate they 
have fallen from him. Auſwer me, you who believe: 
is the ſpirit of forbcarance extinguiſhed in your breaſt, 
or ready to expire? How, then, pray, does your 
foul proſper ? Does not your leannefs teſtify againſt 
van? Are not many gray hairs ſcattered upon our 
head, if you would but obſerve.them ? Is fellowſhip 
with your brethren as pleaſant and fruitful, as it has 
deen! Is your commuuion with God as intimate, 
| RY OE PD] ſenſible. - 
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PTY "and refreſhing ?: Have you wonted er 
ments at the throne grace, aud his the" | 
nothing of its reliſh ? Are' your graces” as lively aff 
vigorons, your corruptions as much under Tk and 
harrows of iron, as before you were captivated?” Nd, 
ſirs: it cannot be. The Lord muſt correct you.” 
Aa evil diſeaſe preys on pyobf ſpititual ee 2 
Phat muft be healed or you die daily. 5 1 to The e 


Phyſiciad before it acquire greater ſtren 


no peace, till the Chains of that Pervetſe pit be 
Knocked off. 
TIA D Lx, fit catſs londly ie bn 
the things which remain and are ready to die. THeſ, 
things are precious. Our Lord has deep con- 
cern in them, and fo have we, both d out rage 
aud ſocial ſtate. Since zeal is like to die with many, 
and brotherly love with others, theſe mould be ſomie 
our principal objects. They open à large field fa 
miniſt ers. All 5 powers with which the) are indow- 
ed, ſhould be called forth to revive them," But there 
is much need to diſtruſt ourſelves; implore aud fi 
ly depend upon the wiſdom from above, It is ea 
50 give the ark of God a wrong touch ; but it re- 
quires peculiar dexterity to eflabliſh it when ſhaking, 


Our way is ſometimes hid, and, even when ointed A 


out, it is ſometimes. intricate and perplexed; bog 
our counſellor is not periſhed. Our work'1 is "often. 
hard; but God himſelf is a co-worker with us. The 
obligation reaches to church members af every de- 
ſcription. If you can do any thing for us, and fot 
one another, refuſe not your help. The Lord has 


need of it. Look to yourſelves, See that ye be 
always realoufly affected in a good thing; but never 
ſuff:r your zeal to tranſport you beyond your know- 


ledge, or become diſproportioned to its Object. 


I ſo, it is either unhallowed fire, or irregular and dan 


gerous in its operations. Let your zeal be always 


5 tempered with forbearance is love, Cheriſh this. 


. 
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inbſe' widibg diſpoſition; and prsſerve a ric 
2 agaluſt every thing which" would ennagvich or 

deck it. Aveid the contagion of buförbegting ſpi- 
Tits, as you would a madman, ſcattering about fire 
brapds, arrows-and death: and be'sQive in diffulidg, 
"cording to your ſtation and opportunities, the ami. 
able ſpirit by Which you are led, to all-your connex - 


ons. _ © Bleſſed are the peace makers; for they ſhall 


- 


be Falled the children of God“ ( 1 


Fopsr nur, It ſhows the neceſſity of ſelf-Jevial. 
"This is denen the firſt leſſons which Chriſt teaches 


his diſciples. urn man will come after me, let 
him deny bimſelf. (I) Greater proficiency in it 
- tquld...be our daily endeavour. The grounds of it 
"dre many. In what point of view ſoever you conſi- 
; def mag, pride is not made for him. The calls to hu- 
- mility.are;loud and unceaſiog; particularly, without 
large njeaſures of this, we will not, we cannot for - 

| hear, one aubther, Hence. before the apeſtle injoins 
the one, he reccommends. the other. The proud 
muſt always be overbeariog, fliff and opinionative. 
The lowly, ſo far as they lawfully may, will be gentle, 

_ yielding and ſubmiſſive.  Whertfore let us be cloth- 
ed with humility,” For this purpoſe, let us never 
forget, that wWe poſſeſs no more than what we have 
- received.” Let our native, our conupued guilt and 
'* baſeneſs, be never out of view; and:let the example 

© -of your gracious Lord be our unwearied and plea- 
. Tami ſtudy ; who, though in the form of God, con- 
.» Heſcended to be made of ne reputation, and cheer- 
fully ſabmiited to the mesteſt offices of love towards 
.: þls diſciples. “ Learn of me for I am meek and 
e lowlygio heart: and ye ſhall find reſt dato your ſduls.“ 
m) It is to the poor and contrite id fpirir thas 'the | + 
gi (eyes af the Lord are turned; and ſuch alone can ex- 
pet a quiet paſſage throbgh life. For in this point.. 


3 le wal 


 owat ſeaſt, of reſiſting che proud, alb men are agreed | | 

with God. hs gu | l 2 
Iran # Fir rn. 
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Fir THAT, It recommends meek neſe. This ie , 


grace ntarly allied io che former, and no leſa n 


in order 10 forbearance. Hence it is ranked in the _ 


ſame claſs in the paſſage before vs. The ſtill voice 
of forbearance cannot be heard in the midſt of rough, 
noiſy. 3 . You may as 133 
lsague the tempeſt, as think. to procute it 2 hearing 
in thoſe circumſtances. . But meekneſs ſtands armed 
at all points for injuries and oppoſition. It is like 
bags of wool ſuſpended on the walls of a beſieged for- 
treſs, upon wbich the -largeſt and beſt directed ſh 
makes no impreſſion. Beſides that it diſpoſes a man 
to ponder every ſtep in his conduct toward his breth- 
ren, in order to prevent all unneceſſary grounds of 
_ offence; , For a brother offended is harder to be 
„en than-a ſtrong city; and their contentions are 
© like the bars of a caſtle.” (n) It is an unhappy thing 
to carry breaſts full of inder, which the ſmalleſt col- 
liſion will ſet io a blaze. How unlike is it to Chriſt 
and the ſpirit of his holy religion? It puts our peace 
and comfort, tao, in the power of every knave or 
fool; and inſtead of caſting water on the coals of cen+ 
tention when kindled, it conſtantly ſupplies and 
_ - heaps up the fyel. - Let us put on therefore (as the 
-- *.ele&t of God, holy and beloved) bowels of mereies, 
„ kindneſs, humbleneſs of mind, meekneſs, long 
ſuffering. () Thus if differences and offences 
muſt come, we will conſider them coolly; and 
it ſo, they will ſink betore us. How often in dur 
cool diſpaſſienate moments, have ve been aſtoniſhed 
and aſhamed, that we ſhould have been moved with 
trifles which, in another hour, appeared inſurmount- 
able and unpardonable? Let us at leaſt grow wiſe 
by experience. We have profited little by the diſfe- 
- xxent. ſcenes of life which we have gone through, and in 
which we have zcted a very fooliſh part, if we have 
not learned to hold a ſtricter rein vpon our on 
{picits. 15 00%) AW. 
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Kyu x, It urges us to rm agzlütt the Uri 
fo A e ores en tar opted wHEK 
Real ip them era his dee dee e 
fore to Kindle a fire where he finds Tüftäbte fuel. 
Ft 3s a ſport for him to di miſchief: 4nd Were is no: 
thing affords him ntore_diverfion tian the debate 
and contention of brethren. It hall go hard, If this" 
be not made his harveſt.” Among other names which* 
de bears, which ſhould fil us withetlouſy add dou: ' 
ble out guard, this is one, — the Actuſer of the hre. 
treo. e gocuſes ther day and night befort God, 
#nd'to one another. If he can pick wp à tale to dil- 
folve their friengfhip; it ſhall be circulated withaffdni- 
ty, and with cyery circumſts ace of appravation. "Nay 
there is not any thing they fay or do, be it ever ſo in- 
nocent, well intended or even uſeful,” but he cart pot 
à bad conſtru&ivy upon; when he intends they ſhould 
fall by each others hands, Nor is he at any lofs to 
paint objects to every man's taſte. This is one fa- 
vouri:e method of ſcattering the ſeeds of diſcord and 
ftrife,' And, alas! it has often proved a ſucceſsful 
one: Be not ignorant of his devices. Sometimes his 
wiles are ſo ſobtile, that they are executed before we 
ean ſee through them ; but here; if we would fuit- 
ably attend. thets is litt!e'myftery. Whether he aſ. 
ſume the ferm ef an angel of tight, or appear in bis 
on proper ſhape, to a diſcerning eye he ſtands al- 
moſt equally the Devir confeſſed. So ſoon as va 
perceive him, quit you like men, be ſtrong. © Uplels _ 
he be power fully rebuked, if be can turn his Httie 
finger. between you and your brethren,” the Whole ar! ” 
witl follow). Wheb the ſnare is tt ſcen, we go wt Ke 
to ſuſpect it. An anforbearing coriteptiovs {ſpirit never 
prevails, bütche blows the coils.” "Uoder the Lofd's 
conduct you will quickly diſcover bis forge, aud the © 
work which he has on the anvil.'. Apply therefore, 10 $1 
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of gr ace with imporiunate fu pplications for thie Spirit 


of Cbtiſt. Our ugforbearance and diforders of every 


kind are the mournſul conſequence of his influences 


being fuſpended. The one as neceſſari y, and there- 


fore as conltantly, follows upon the other, as dark- 
neſs ſacceeds light, and cold fuceeds heat in the ab- 
fence of the ſun. And till the Spirit be reſtored; ' the 


decayed face of the church cannot poſlibly be rene w- 


ed, There is no other cauſe adequate to this glorious 


effect. Upon the land of the daughter of my peo- 
ple (hall come vp-thorns and briers, yea upon all 


the bhouſes of joy in the joyous city :—uotil the Spi- 
* rit be poured on us from on high.” (5) This again 


would convert the wildernefs into a fruitful field; 


the work of God in all its branches would be revived : 


particularly, as he is the Spirit of peace, of love and 


of a ſound mind, onr contentions wonld quickly ceaſe, 
and our diviſions. be healed. We would fre fo much 
eye to eye in the matters of God, as without a ſingle 
zr to unite our voices in his praiſe. Is not the Spirit 
ſtill in the promiſe ? Are we not invited, command- 
ed to believe, aod plead the accompliſhment of the 
promiſe ? { will pour water on him that is thirſty, 
and floods upon the dry ground.” (4) I will be as 
the dew to Iſrael, he ſhatl grow as the lily, and caſte 
forth his roots as Lebanon. His branches hall 
ſpread, his beauty (hill be as the olive tree, and his 
* {mell as Lebanon, (r) Ye that make mention of 


the game of the Lord, give him no reſt till, by the 


abundant effuſion of his Spirit, he make us glad ac- 


cording to the days in which we have ſeen evil and 
had grief. The grounds of faith and expectation are 
ſtill ſure. Agaiuſt hope, let us try to belive in hope. 


He hath torn and he will heal us, he bath ſmitten ang 


he will biod us up. _ 
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